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relations with Germany, and repeated protests of JofEe in
Berlin, and of Leonid Krassin made personally to Luden-
dorff, were equally fruitless.1

The Germans, in their turn, with equal justification,
lodged complaint against the action of the Soviet Govern-
ment in forming international legions in the Red army for
the defence of the Soviet regime. Mirbach's first public
appearance in Moscow had been at a military review in
the Red Square, where to his amazement he had seen a
detachment of Germans, in German military uniforms and
responding to German words of command, goose-stepping
under a banner which bore, in German lettering, the
legend, " German comrades, throw off your Kaiser as the
Russian comrades have thrown off their Tsar ".2 In
response to Mirbach's protests, Trotsky issued an order
forbidding the violation of the agreement reached in
Article 2 of the Brest Treaty regarding propaganda,
announcing the disarmament of all prisoners of war, and
restricting the admission into the Red army to only those
foreign volunteers who had become Soviet citizens.3

But Trotsky was not always so accommodating in his
relations with the Germans. In the matter of the Black
Sea Fleet, he completely outwitted them. Under the terms
of the treaty, Russia had undertaken to disarm her war-
ships immediately, or to keep them within her ports until
a general peace had been concluded. Accordingly the Black
Sea Fleet had been interned at Sebastopol, but with the
advance of the German troops into the Crimea its transfer
was ordered to Novorossisk, and the ships left Sebastopol
on April 27, three days before the Germans occupied the
city. Their return was promptly demanded by the Germans:
Trotsky, however, procrastinated. To Bruce Lockhart and
the British naval attache, the ill-fated Captain Cromie, he
proposed that British naval officers should take control
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